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Experience a life that few people live today. ItÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s a life filled with physical risk requiring

eachÃ‚Â member to workÃ¢â‚¬â€•and playÃ¢â‚¬â€•for the good of the whole. Told with refreshing

forthrightness, this tribute and memoir is a heartwarming story of 19 children growing up in a

Mennonite home and farming community. The Susquehanna River is the touchstone for

recollectionsÃ‚Â of obstacles, triumphs, and challenges in a large, loving household. Binding the

family together are parents with unshakable values; songs at every turn; and the constant demands

of farm life. Experience your feet touching the cold bedroom floor on a winter

morningÃ¢â‚¬â€•sharing a single bathroomÃ¢â‚¬â€•surviving a floodÃ¢â‚¬â€•driving tractor at the

age of fiveÃ¢â‚¬â€•feeding winter-born lambs by the cookstoveÃ¢â‚¬â€•high spirits and

teasingÃ¢â‚¬â€•discovering a nest of baby rabbitsÃ¢â‚¬â€•and the care-filled guidance of parents

with nearly opposite dispositions. Love, connection, and faith formed and continues to sustain this

family. This story is beautifuly told by one of the family members: Rose Stoltzfus Huyard.
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"During our family vacation, my grandchildren delighted in listening to stories from Children of the

River as part of our bedtime ritual. They always wanted more! This memoir of our lives together is

an incredible gift; a treasure!" - Esther (sister) "Rich, evocative, and alive with tender stories of

humor, challenge, and victory. 'Jump Up!'-a phrase that served as the invocation of this indomitable

family-shines through on each page. Readers will be inspired and enriched." - Helen L. Benoit, PhD,

Professor Emerita, Eastern Mennonite University



What a delightful, candid story of family love and commitment.The photo on the back cover was

referred to many times inan effort to connect with these children and their antics.Their parents left

an indelible mark of kindness and integrity on society.

great family

Sometimes you read a book you can't put down and you think, "I wish millions of people read this

book." That's the case with Children of the River. It brings back so many memories of the farm on

which I was raised, even though with a lot less siblings! A wonderful story.

As a member of this large family, I am responding with much appreciation and admiration for my

sister's beautiful writings in this book. Her honest approach is something that all readers can relate

to in one way or another. Leona Graybill

Refreshingly candid view into large-family dynamics. No "glossing-over" of imperfections and

character flaws of family members or difficult times.
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